Argumentation Terms
The Argument

Claim—the argument to be proven or explored.
Warrant—the justification for the argument—this is the truth or belief we must establish to create a valid argument.  
Rebuttal—an attempt to contradict or disprove an argument by offering a counterargument or countervailing proof. A rebuttal is not automatically a refutation.

Refutation— 1. The proving of something to be false or erroneous, as an opinion or charge. 



    2. The proving of (a person) to be in error. 

Support—evidence, examples, observations, and other proof, including logical reasoning, that will back up a claim or assist in refuting a claim.
Counterargument—an argument, or a reason or line of reasoning, given in opposition to another argument.
Persuasive Modes

Ethos--
Logos--
Pathos--
Logical Fallacies

Begging the question-- Begging the Question occurs when a writer simply restates the claim in a different way; such an argument is circular.

Example: His lies are evident from the untruthful nature of his statements.
Faulty Analogy-- A Faulty Analogy is an inaccurate, inappropriate, or misleading comparison between two things.

Example: Letting prisoners out on early release is like absolving them of their crimes.
Non-sequitur-- A Non Sequitur (Latin for “It doesn’t follow”) is a statement that does not logically relate to what comes before it.  An important logical step may be missing in such a claim.

Example: If those protesters really loved their country, they wouldn’t question the government.
Emotional Fallacies

False dilemma-- Either/Or Choices reduce complicated issues to only two possible courses of action.

Example: The patent office can either approve my generator design immediately or say goodbye forever to affordable energy.
Slippery slope-- Slippery Slope arguments suggest that one thing will lead to another, oftentimes with disastrous results.

Example: If you get a B in high school, you won’t get into the college of your choice, and therefore will

never have a meaningful career.
Appeal to the popular-- Bandwagon Appeals encourage an audience to agree with the writer because everyone else is doing so.

Example: Paris Hilton carries a small dog in her purse, so you should buy a hairless Chihuahua and put it

in your Louis Vuitton.
Ethical Fallacies

Straw man-- Straw person arguments set up and often dismantle easily refutable arguments in order to misrepresent an opponent’s argument in order to defeat him or her

Example: A: We need to regulate access to handguns.


    B: My opponent believes that we should ignore the rights guaranteed to us as citizens of the


       United States by the Constitution. Unlike my opponent, I am a firm believer in the   
  
  
      Constitution, and a proponent of freedom.
Ad hominem-- Ad Hominem arguments attack a person’s character rather than that person’s reasoning.

Example: Why should we think a candidate who recently divorced will keep her campaign promises?
Answer the questions.

1. Why is the Straw Man fallacy an “ethical fallacy”?

2. Why is the slippery slope fallacy called the “slippery slope” fallacy?

3. Write your own example of a “Begging the Question” fallacy.

